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As the only body in New Zealand representative of the full wood value chain, from forest 

growing through to sawn and treated lumber or pulp and paper, the Wood Council is an 

integral part of the industry in New Zealand. 

 

The last twelve months have been eventful for Woodco. We have produced an industry 

study, “Building a stronger future for wood”. The study is available on the Woodco 

website, and gives an invaluable window into where we stand as an industry in 2011. One 

of the key objectives of the study was to gauge the level of support across the industry for 

developing a forest industry strategy, and following the success of the study we have set 

in place a framework for developing an industry strategy.  

 

The promotional arm of Woodco, NZ Wood, has undergone a significant restructuring 

during this time, after a successful negotiation with the Ministry of Agriculture and 

Forestry to secure a final one-off contribution of $600,000 to transition the programme to 

entirely industry-funded. The programme is being moved in-house with a full time Chief 

Executive, who will report to the newly-formed NZ Wood board (who in turn report to 

Woodco). Jane Arnott has been appointed CEO of the programme, and Lees Seymour 

chairs the NZ Wood board. 

 

NZ Wood also emerged victorious from a 48-hour Christchurch redesign competition 

held earlier this year. The team, led by NZ Wood, included seven prominent architects, 

engineers and designers, beat fourteen other teams with their damage avoidance designed 

wooden structures. 

 

October 2010 saw the second Forestwood conference, jointly hosted by Woodco and our 

member organisations. Feedback we have received on the conference made it clear how 

valuable this was to the industry, both for the conference itself and the networking 

opportunities with other industry members. Forestwood 2012 is in the planning stages at 



present, and it is anticipated that we will use this venue to launch the forest industry 

strategy currently in development. 

 

October also saw the timber design awards take place. This year we continued the trend 

of improvement, with record attendance and record entries to the competition. Profiles of 

the entrants and winners are available on the NZ Wood website, as well as information on 

the upcoming 2011 awards. 

 

Drawing the name from the joint conference, several of our member organisations have 

relocated to the newly-named Forestwood centre in Wellington. The offices are shared by 

the Wood Processors’ Association, Forest Owners Association, Farm Forestry 

Association, NZ Wood, and the NZ Institute of Forestry, as well as being the registered 

office of Woodco. 

 

As well as these achievements, Woodco has continued to be both a voice for the whole 

industry, releasing several media statements over the year as well as being interviewed on 

several occasions. Furthermore, we have continued to provide a venue for the value chain 

to come together and discuss issues that impact us all, and work towards our future 

benefit and a stronger future for wood. 

 

I thank my fellow councillors for their contribution, and I have every confidence that the 

coming year will see us build further on these successes. 
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