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Chairman’s Annual Report 

The New Zealand Wood Council was established in 2006 and the initial membership reflected the 
diversity of the important sector 

- Primary producers …the forest owners (large and small) – FOA, FFA 
- Secondary processors – solidwood and pulp and paper - WPA 
- Tertiary manufacturers - PMA 
- Service providers – FICA 

Eight years on, the Wood Council continues to meets regularly as a forum reflecting the willingness 
of the participants to share information, views and perspectives about areas of mutual interest and 
concern and  initiate actions to advance its members mutually shared objectives; all in an endeavor 
to increase the contribution which the forest sector makes to the national economy, improve 
financial returns to the investors in the sector,  thereby supporting capital investment and future 
growth.  

The Council will continue to evolve as members review its objectives and the most effective means 
of achieving them.  Discussions are being held now about revising meeting format the Council 
follows, the participants and the timing of meetings.  This is a positive response to changing areas of 
focus, available resources and is a mark of a healthy organization reacting to the changing 
environment in which it operates. 

Wood Council members continue to look to the goals set in the Strategic Action Plan developed in 
2012. The goals are ambitious and will only be met if forest owners, and processors grow their 
businesses, improve productivity, develop new products and substantially increase processing within 
our shores.  

2014 was an important year for 2 of the Council’s members with the merger of the Wood 
Processors’ Association and the Pine Manufacturers’ Association.  The establishment of the Wood 
Processors’ and Manufacturers’ Association (WPMA) reflects an acknowledgement by the processors 
that collective alignment and effort offers an efficient and effective vehicle to tackle common 
challenges.  I congratulate the leaders of the processing industry on the successful completion of the 
merger and more so on the creation of their aspirational NZ Wood Story – ReNewing New Zealand. 

Also worthy of noting is that the Forest Owners Association is reviewing and updating its Science and 
Innovation Plan, the platform which prioritises investment in a substantial research and 
development programme. 
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The achievement of these goals is largely in the hands of those involved directly in the sector but our 
progress can be aided or hindered by regulators and legislators, bodies with which the Council 
maintains a constructive and positive relationships.  

Our challenge within Woodco is to clearly and appropriately convey to these parties the benefits 
that the sector can offer and to inform and advise what can practicably and reasonably be done to 
create an environment which fosters investment and growth for growers and processors. 

Our sector can create more sustainable, well-paying jobs and significantly increase export earnings 
and I am encouraged Wood Council executive officers’ and staff commitment to achieving these 
worthy objectives. 

Bill McCallum 
Chairman 




























